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Margaret Barlow 
Mary Lou Cannone 

David Childs 
David Dale 

Nancy Donovan 
Gil Evans 

Michele Gates 
Stormy Ingold 

Christine Karow 
Elena LaRussa 
Lloyd Lasher 

Lori Lynen – Clerk 
Mike McClelland 

Lee McInnis 
Peggy Nugent 

Bill Ogden 
Katy Reinke 

David Rogers 
Jim Yockey 
Lynn Young�
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· Office Closed:            
Aug 17, 11am-1pm 

· Youth Beach Trip: 
Aug 21, 9am-4pm 

· Rally Day:             
Aug 22, 9:45 am 

· First Day of VPK: 
Aug 24, 9am 

· Handbell Practice 
Resumes:                
Aug 25,  6:30pm 

· Teacher Training: 
Aug 28, 9am 

· SHARE Pick up:   
Aug 28, 9am 

· Name Tag Sunday 
and SHARE Sign up, 
Aug 29 
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Dear Fine People, 

Have you ever been 
robbed?  Have you ever had someone break in and 
steal?  There has been a lot of stealing going around.  
Recently, one of the families in our church was robbed.  
They had all gone to church for Vacation Bible School, 
and a very organized group of thieves, pulled in to the 
driveway, got into the house, taking everything elec-
tronic, and drove away… all within 15 minutes.  We do 
everything we can to protect our homes… our personal 
sanctuaries… and still, thieves break-in and steal… our 
stuff and our sense of security, and, depending on what 
is taken, our visual memories.   

Churches are often targets for thieves.  They’re under 
the assumption that we have a lot of money sitting 
around, which simply goes to show that they aren’t fa-
miliar with how “church” works.  We tend to give our 
money away, and, we always secure our offerings each 
week.  Electronic giving and checks aren’t worth as 
much effort to those who want money, so it’s been a 
while.  Jesus said in John 10:10a:  “the thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy…” and it makes a very 
deep impact.  Last week, we experienced a very deep 
impact when one of our custodial staff was taken 
against her will by a man who finds himself homeless 
most of the time.   She had befriended him over a period 
of months, and she had grown to trust him.   The dis-
turbing part for me is that the main office didn’t even 
know she was gone until she had been released several 
hours later.   This story ends well, and no one was hurt.  
The police have captured the man, and he is being held 
at the jail.  Yes, it turns out that he is an alcoholic, as are 
many of the homeless, and he was intoxicated when he 
took her. 

These incidents shake us to the core, but then we calm 
down and realize that we have grown less cautious and 
too trusting.  The facilities ministry team was already in 
the process of having all the doors to the church re-
keyed.  Security companies recommend that businesses 
do so every five years.  It has been nearly seven years 
since our church was re-keyed.  We’re in the process of 
doing this, along with expanding our security system so 
that those who are on the other end of the facility can let 
the main office know if there is an emergency.   

On Tuesday, August 17th,  the Sheriff’s department is 
sending a safety deputy to give us a refresher safety 

course over lunch for all the staff, office volunteers, the 
Pre-school staff (the Pre-school starts the new year on 
August 23), and any other interested parties.  Yes, the 
church does have safety procedures in place, but we 
take it for granted, and we get lax in the precautions that 
are just common sense.  We’ll publish a helpful list in 
an upcoming Happening, so that we can all be more 
aware, but until then, here are few simple things we can 
all do. 

When you come to the church, lock your car, even 
if you will only be inside for a few minutes. 

Never leave your purse, wallet or other valuables in 
your car. 

Let someone in the front office know where you 
are in the church, telling them how long you 
think you will be, and be sure to leave through 
the office so that we will know you have left. 

The key-policy is being re-written.   They will need to 
be signed out and in again.  If you currently have a key 
to the facility, do not expect it to work anymore, and 
make arrangements ahead of time if you need one.  
Scheduling of building use will be monitored more 
closely, so do not assume that you can just show up and 
find an open space.  This is a safety precaution for all of 
us, so please do not become inpatient.  We’re just need-
ing to be more careful and aware of one another.  This 
whole experience has shown us that we need to care 
more carefully for one another, and for those who come 
seeking assistance. 

And this brings us back to the verse from John 10:10.  It 
has a second part which reads:  “I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.”  In other words, 
we are church, a place that serves… as a sanctuary, as a 
safe place when the world weighs heavy in our hearts.  
There is no doubt that our lives can be tough, and these 
are hard times for many, but we are Jesus followers and 
we are not called to withdraw and live in fear.  We are 
called to live abundant lives, in the midst of all the mess 
of life, as the reality of Jesus in our midst.  So, be faith-
ful in worship, in learning, in our commitment to be the 
hope of the world through the presence of Christ with 
us.  I love you more than you could know.  Invite your 
friends and neighbors to join you for worship, or some 
other event in the life of the church. I look forward to 
seeing you, and meeting them. 

    Rebekah 
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� I just led the first of 5 worship services last 
night at Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center. As I 
arrived, I made my way to one of the lodges where 
we would be gathering for worship a few moments 
later. Eventually there was some noise outside the 
doors and slowly, one by one, around 35 middle high 
school youth made their way into the room and with 
an energy (and an aroma) that could only come from 
some hyperactive young people, they started to settle 
themselves on the floor. Once they got quiet, we got 
on our feet and sang a high-energy, low-intellect 
opening song that involved lots of contact with one 
another and it got the room all stirred up again. Then 
we sat and sang a slower song, before ending our 
singing time with that old staple, “Pass It On.” As 
fewer sang on the oldest and most beloved song of 
many a camper’s summertime repertoire, I realized 
that I had aged. It was fine. I’m not as high-energy 
and aromatic as I used to be.  But I also realized that I 
really missed some of these camping days from my 
past. 

   The week before I found myself grieving a bit 
as I was aware that my formational youth conference 
(TYC) was gathering again for that one week of the 
year I always looked forward to. It was a chance to 
not only get away, but a chance to remember who I 
was and to remember years past. I still have many 
photographs, shoe notes (personal notes of affirma-
tion we stuck in people’s shoes—it’s not a complicat-
ed name), t-shirts, and friendships that were formed 
during those weeks at Camp Living Waters. Even 
when the Synod could no longer afford, or no longer 
had the vision to help fund this gathering each year, it 
has found a way to continue. Attendance is not what 
it used to be, but the bonds of Christian fellowship 
that are formed there continue to be just as strong. I 

was able to glance at (through the technology of Fa-
cebook) many images from the week that just was, 
and I remembered again the wonderful moments I 
spent in that place, and the wonderful people that 
came to be part of my life—and my faith. And I 
looked closely at the pictures and realized I knew 
practically no one in them. Some of my good friends 
are still there, but the campers seem so young, and 
my friends look so old (and their figures represent a 
suggestion of what they used to look like!). 

 I’m grateful that as our presbytery starts to 
change its structure, as our churches continue to try 
and figure out who they are going to be in the days to 
come, and as the age of air-conditioning and video 
games is in full swing, we haven’t lost our camps. 
They are not places of physical comfort and pamper-
ing, but the rest and spiritual comfort they offer is 
like no other place I can find. They try to cater to the 
demands of their customers, as most are always try-
ing to add updated activities and state-of-the-art ac-
commodations, but the real joy that most experience 
is through the relationships that are established 
there—not the nice showers or extra-plush mattress-
es. Let’s face it . . . when it comes to the children—
they aren’t bathing or sleeping much that week any-
way! I was always extremely tired when I was at 
camp, but it was because I was so busy breaking my-
self down. I also found that I was so much more open 
to God’s presence and work within that time and 
within the people around me and within me. I contin-
ue to lift up this very important part of the church’s 
ministry in prayer today and as the campers gather 
once again this year. God is using places like these to 
change lives, and I am so grateful for the way God 
changed mine.  
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On Saturday, August 21 there will be a presby-
tery sponsored teacher training event for all who 
teach or lead Christian Education in the church 
[Discipleship 4 Today (formerly Super Saturday 
for Discipleship) is shifting to March in 2011.] 
 
"The Light Still Shines" will be held at Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Seminole. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and opening devotional is at 
9:00. Two blocks of workshops (9:15-10:30 and 
10:45-Noon) will be followed by a luncheon. All 
who teach or lead, or are interested in Christian 
Education are invited to attend. Workshops will 
help teachers and leaders of children, youth and 
adults. Crafts, ministering to special-needs chil-
dren, resources for youth and adults, new curric-
ulum choices and more. 
 
Your $15 fee pays for your workshops and 
lunch. Childcare and children's programming is 
available for an additional $10. (Child care can 
be provided only for those who pre-register). 
Registration forms and more information is 
available on the presbytery web site: 
www.presbyteryoftampabay.com. Please contact 
Leslee Kirkconnell at tampaprc@pbty.com or 
Carol Walker at cwalker@pbty.com with ques-
tions. 

Teacher Training Event Replaces    
August Super Saturday 

�

Labor Day Family Retreat - Sept 3-5 
Make memories to last a lifetime at the annual 
family retreat weekend. Play, laugh, worship, eat 
and grow closer as a family. 
Homecoming - Sept 4 
Reconnect with old friends, reminisce about days 
gone by, and find out what’s new and happening! 
The Gathering - Sept 24-26 
This event for growing youth groups is aimed at 
providing a weekend retreat appropriate for both 
middle school and high school students. 
 
For more information about these event contact 
Cedarkirk at 813.685.4224 or www.cedarkirk.org. 
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Youth BIG Events of the Summer 

Aug 21   Beach Day - Leave for Manatee County 
beach for a day of fun with your church family. 
No cost, lunch provided. Bring sunscreen, towel, 
etc. We’ll meet at church at 9am and return at 
4pm. 

Aug 22   Youth Parent’s Meeting - 
Covered dish dinner and parent 
meeting. We will be signing up for 
dinners for the 2010-11 year. 
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� � � �                   Friends of the Congregation 

Tom & Chris LeFevre (Tom LeFevre’s parents)                        Marie Platts (Stowers’ friend) 
Michael Beddow (Gregos’ grandson)                                         Bob & Deb Hanson (Christine Orlosky’s friend) 
Dick & Jane Wood (Jane Owens’ friends)  Michael Chenoweth (Don Zegel’s brother-in-law) 
Jeff & Donna Dixon (Mary Ellen Dixon)  Judy Brown (Ogden’s friend) 
Jeff Crompton (Winnie Wilk’s son)  Gene Waters (Fran Gregos’ father) 
Gladys Spakes (Janice Poindexter’s sister)                Smith Family (McClellan’s friends)  
Charlene Canady (Suzanne Ondomisi’s friend)  Jill Jordan Ernst (Gil & Marianne Evans’ niece) 
Anitra Ruth (Suzanne Ondomisi’s friend)  Virginia Whitlatch (Friend of the congregation)  
Spring Smiley (Merle Wooten’s daughter)                Robin (Heather McClellan’s sister) 
Rosa Boeres (Merle Wooten’s sister-in-law)                Bob Hutton (Laura Hogg’s father) 
Billy Vinson (Darrell Vinson’s father)   Dennis Streng (Bj Herig’s nephew) 
Bonnie Moore ( Randy Poindexter’s sister)                Aime Dryer (Alicia Braddock’s relative)                 
Wesley Henry (Crenshaw’s grandson)   Betty Cromwick (Dan & Ruth Craft’s friend)  
Sharalyn Hogan (Laura Hogg’s sister)   Karyn Miles (Mike & Linda Miles’ daughter) 
Marci Smith (Earl & Judy Smith’s daughter-in-law)  Sherry Daugherty (Lisa Paterson’s mother)  
Amanda Hawkes (Garrison’s granddaughter)  Mary Anne Hill (Amanda Trauger’s cousin)  
Brenda Chapman (Friend of the Congregation)  Kevin Ross (Nugent’s grandson in Iraq)   
Shane Long (Shelley Grable’s cousin)   Tyler Kemp (Coldwell’s grandson)           
Dianne, Doug & Sara Seelbach (Sofarelli’s relatives)  Keven Hamlet (Jackie William’s friend)  
Lucy Sahr (Sondra Cone’s sister)    Peter & Colleen Giamanco (Del Vecchio’s family)                
Jason Conley (Sherry Skovgaard’s nephew)   Sarah Hart (Amanda Trauger’s grandmother) 
Tim Slinkosky (Jean Emery’s friend)   Nancy Athey  (Marcia Wiles’ friend) 
Edna Davies (Henrietta Zahrobsky’s sister)   Vincent D’Atria & Family (Friend of Louva Hemingway) 
Janice Bishop (David Bishop’s stepmother)   Cali Moody (Priscilla Babas’ friend) 
Gregory Johnston (Darwin & Pat Johnston’s son)  Corey Robinson (Jackie Williams’ grandson) 
Kathy Welch (Sherry Skovgaard’s cousin)                                 Taylor Stokes (Trojak’s friend) 
Joanne Cronin (Lil Del Vecchio’s sister-in-law)                         June McClelland (Marcia Wiles’ friend)  
Jesse Scott (Jane Scott’s grandson)                                             Sharon Walker ( Jean Hayhurst’s friend) 
Paulette Gentry (Trojak’s friend)                                                Cathy LaRussa (Elena LaRussa’s sister)                                                                        
Bud Cole (Amaden’s friend)                                                       Anne Sofarelli (Chris Sofarelli’s cousin)                                     
Mike Smeenge (Orthea VanVoorst’s nephew)                           Michael Marrynoff (Kevin McClelland’s friend)                        
Rex Garrison (Rey & Carolyn Garrison’s son)                          Doug Masterton (Lil Del Vecchio’s son)                                    
Darrel & JoAnna Athey (Marcia Wiles’ relatives) Jay Crawford (Frank & JoAnn Crawford’s nephew)                  
Bob & Joan Green (Bill & Elizabeth Head) Wayne Barlow (John Barlow’s father)                                       
Tom McColley (Friend of congregation) LeeAnn Teagan (Pat Robinson’s sister-in-law)  
Dawn Rush (Norma Rush’s daughter) Lora Rush (Norma Rush’s daughter) 
Gene Mason (Rose Stolarcek’s friend) 
 
Please remove this page and incorporate it with your daily prayers.  If you have a special request for family and 
friends to be added to this prayer list, contact the church office.  We also look forward to hearing from you regard-
ing your joys from answered prayer.  The Covenant of Prayer list for church members can be found in the weekly 
bulletin. 

Prayers for those serving in the military away from 
home: 
Michael Roberts in Afghanistan  
michael_roberts_af@msn.com 
 
Michael Monroe in Pakistan-
Michael.monroe@ibab.afcent.af.mil 
 
Kevin Ross in Iraq -  
Kevin.Don.Ross.@gmail.com 
 
Lauren Hogg stationed in the Middle East -  
lshogg@gmail.com 
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�  … On behalf of the patients, 
the volunteers, and staff at 
Brandon Outreach Clinic, thank 
you for the donation we have 
received from your 3 Cents a 
Meal offering. –Kay S. Weaver 

�  … We continue to be blessed 
to have wonderful supporters 
that donate to Beth-El, even in 
these difficult times. –Dave 
Moore, Executive Director  

�  … to everyone who showed 
their love and concern through 
cards, calls, and prayers. Jack is 
doing better and we’re looking 
forward to healthier days.      -
Jack & Billie Piche 

�  … to those who helped with 
the last edition of The 
Happenings:   Jean Hayhurst, 
Bob & Sue Lee, and Jane Scott.  

�

First Presbyterian Church of Brandon 
121 Carver Avenue 
Brandon, FL 33510 
Ph: 813-689-4597 
Fax: 813-685-8419 
Email:  church@fpcbrandon.org 
Web: fpcbrandon.org 

    Pastor  
Rebekah A. Maul 
Associate Pastor 
Timothy J. Black 

Director of Music and Organist 
Mark A. Prater 

Director of Praise Music 
Donald J. Zegel 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Lynn Pabst 

Director of the Preschool 
Kathy Kranendonk 
Financial Manager 

Andy Fonfara 
Facilities Manager 

Steve Benitez 
Administrative Assistant 

Joyce Allen 
Church Secretary 
Kathy Kranendonk 

Receptionist 
Tisa McRoberts 

Bookkeeper 
Sue Scott 

Custodian/Kitchen Coordinator 
Debbie Billmaier 

Nursery Coordinator 
Brandi Hooper 

WORSHIP:               
 9:45am - Sunday School for all ages                      
 8:30 & 11:00am - Worship Services       
Church Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 4:30pm 
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